AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.114(c) 
U.S. Appln. No. 10/050,516 (Q67107) 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1 . (Previously Presented) A system for forming an image on a recording medium 

using a network, the system comprising: 

a plurality of imaging devices each in communication with the network and operable for 
forming an image on a recording medium based on image information received via the network; 

an imaging indicating device in communication with the network, the imaging indicating 
device outputting job information including at least image information and output device 
designation information via the network for designating a first imaging device included in the 
plurality of imaging devices; and 

a plurality of imaging management devices each in communication with the network and 
including program logic that performs steps comprising determining whether the first imaging 
device is in an operable state and if so, causing an imaging job for forming an image based on 
the image information is automatically executed by the first imaging device, and when it is 
determined that the first imaging device is not operable, a second imaging device of the same 
kind as the first imaging device is automatically selected from among the plurality of imaging 
devices and the imaging job is automatically executed by the second imaging device, 

wherein the imaging devices, the imaging indicating device and the imaging management 
devices are connected by a network; and 
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wherein, during execution of the imaging job by the second imaging device, the imaging 
management devices determine whether the first imaging device is operable, and when the first 
imaging device is operable, the imaging management devices control so that the imaging job is 
executed again by the first imaging device. 

2. (Original) The system according to Claim 1, wherein the imaging management 
devices determine, before the imaging job is executed, whether the first imaging device is 
operable. 

3. (Original) The system according to Claim 2, wherein, during execution of the 
imaging job, the imaging management devices determines whether the first imaging device is 
operable. 

4. (Original) The system according to Claim 1 5 wherein the imaging management 
devices store and hold performance information of the imaging devices, and when it is 
determined that the first imaging device is not operable, the imaging management devices 
mutually correct a difference of performance between the first imaging device and the second 
imaging device, and execute the imaging job with the second imaging device. 

5. (Canceled). 
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6. (Previously Presented) The system according to Claim 1, wherein the imaging 
management devices store and hold performance information of the plurality of imaging devices, 
and when it has been determined that the first imaging device is operable, the imaging 
management devices interpolate the difference of performance between the first imaging device 
and the second imaging device, and the imaging job is executed by the first imaging device. 

7. (Withdrawn) An imaging system comprising: 

a plurality of imaging devices for forming, based on image information, an image on a 
predetermined recording medium; 

an imaging indicating device for outputting job information including at least image 
information and output device designation information for designating a first imaging device 
included among the imaging devices; 

a plurality of imaging management devices for controlling such that an imaging job for 
forming an image based on the image information is executed by the first imaging device; and 

a chief imaging management device for controlling such that a first imaging management 
device among the plurality of imaging management devices is judged, and when it is determined 
that the first imaging management device is operable, the job information is transmitted to the 
first imaging management device, and when it is determined that the first imaging management 
device is not operable, a second imaging management device of the same kind as the first 
imaging management device is selected from among the imaging management devices, and the 
job information is transmitted to the second imaging management device, 
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wherein the imaging devices, the imaging indicating devices, the imaging management 
devices, and the chief imaging management device are connected together via a network. 

8. (Withdrawn) The imaging system according to Claim 7, wherein, prior to 
execution of the imaging job, the chief imaging management device determines whether the first 
imaging management device is operable. 

9. (Withdrawn) The imaging system according to Claim 8, wherein, during the 
execution of the imaging job, the chief imaging management device determines whether the first 
imaging management device is operable. 

10. (Withdrawn) The imaging system according to Claim 7, wherein the imaging 
management devices control so as to determine whether the first imaging device designated by 
the output device designation information is operable, and when the first imaging device is 
operable, an imaging job for forming an image based on the image information is executed by 
the first imaging device, and when the first imaging device is not operable, a second imaging 
device of the same kind as the first imaging device is selected from among the imaging devices, 
and the imaging job is executed by the second imaging device. 

1 1 . (Withdrawn) The imaging system according to Claim 10, wherein the imaging 
management devices determine, prior to execution of the imaging job, whether the first imaging 
device designated by the output device designation information is operable. 
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12. (Withdrawn) The imaging system according to Claim 11, wherein, during 
execution of the imaging job, the imaging management devices determine whether the first 
imaging device designated by the output device designation information is operable. 

13. (Withdrawn) The imaging system according to Claim 10, wherein the imaging 
management devices store and hold performance information of the imaging devices, and when 
it is determined that the first imaging device is not operable, the imaging management devices 
interpolate the difference of performance between the first imaging device and the second 
imaging device, and execute the imaging job with the second imaging device. 

14. (Withdrawn) The imaging system according to Claim 10, wherein, during 
execution of the imaging job by the second imaging device, the imaging management devices 
control so as to determine whether the first imaging device is operable, and when the first 
imaging device is operable, the imaging job is executed again by the first imaging device. 

15. (Withdrawn) The imaging system according to Claim 14, wherein the imaging 
management devices store and hold performance information among the imaging devices, and 
when it has been determined that the first imaging device is operable, the imaging management 
devices interpolate the difference of performance between the first imaging device and the 
second imaging device, and the imaging job is executed by the first imaging device. 
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16. (Withdrawn) An imaging method comprising the steps of: 

(a) outputting job information including at least image information and output device 
designation information for designating a first imaging device included in a plurality of imaging 
devices; 

(b) determining whether a first imaging management device among a plurality of 
imaging management devices is operable, and when the first imaging management device is 
operable, transmitting the job information to the first imaging management device, and when the 
first imaging management device is not operable, selecting a second imaging management 
device of the same kind as the first imaging management device from among the plurality of 
imaging management devices, and transmitting the job information to the second imaging 
management device; and 

(c) executing, based on the image information, an imaging job for forming an image 
with the imaging devices. 

17. (Withdrawn) The imaging method according to Claim 16, wherein the step of 
determining whether a first imaging management device among a plurality of imaging 
management devices is operable, is performed prior to the step of executing, based on the image 
formation, an imaging job. 

18. (Withdrawn) The imaging method according to Claim 17, wherein the step of 
determining whether a first imaging management device among a plurality of imaging 
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management devices is operable is performed during the step of executing, based on the image 
information, an imaging job. 

19. (Withdrawn) The imaging method according to Claim 16, wherein the step of 
executing, based on the image information, an imaging job includes determining whether the 
first imaging device is operable, and when the first imaging device is operable, executing the 
imaging job for forming an image based on the image information with the first imaging device, 
and when the first imaging device is not operable, selecting a second imaging device of a kind 
the same as the first imaging device from among the plurality of imaging devices and executing 
the imaging job with the second imaging device. 

20. (Withdrawn) The imaging method according to Claim 19, wherein when it has 
been determined that the first imaging device is not operable, the progress of the job or the first 
imaging device is determined and the second imaging device is used to complete execution of 
the job. 

21 . (Previously Presented) A system for printing an image via a network, the system 
comprising: 

(a) a plurality of printers comprising different types with some printers being of the 
same type, and each printer when in an operable state forming an image according to data 
received by the printer from the network; 
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(b) a computer which outputs image and printer designation information to the 
network for printing an image in accordance therewith on a printer among the plurality of 
printers designated in the information; and 

(c) a printer server which receives the information output from the computer, the 
printer server including program logic that when executed performs steps including: 

(i) determining via the network whether the printer designated in the 
information received from the computer is in an operable state; 

(ii) choosing the designated printer for printing the image if the designated 
printer is in an operable state; 

(iii) if the designated printer is not in an operable state, determining via the 
network if another printer of the same type as the designated printer is in an operable state and if 
so, choosing the another printer for printing the image; and 

(iv) converting information received from the computer to image data in a 
format suitable for the chosen printer to print an image corresponding to the image information 
from the computer and outputting the data via the network to the chosen printer; and 

(v) determining via the network, during the execution of the imaging job by 
the second imaging device, whether the first imaging device is operable, and when the first 
imaging device is operable, controlling so that the imaging job is executed again by the first 
imaging device. 
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22. (Withdrawn) The system according to Claim 21 , further comprising another 
printer server and a management server, the management server receiving via the network 
information output from the computer, wherein the information output from the computer 
includes printer server designation information, the management server including program logic 
that when executed performs steps comprising: 

(a) determining via the network whether the printer server designated in the 
information received from the computer is in an operable state; 

(b) choosing the designated printer server for receiving the information from the 
computer if the designated printer server is in an operable state; 

(c) if the designated printer server is not in an operable state, determining via the 
network if another printer server is in an operable state and if so, choosing the another printer 
server; and 

(d) passing control of the information received from the computer to the chosen 
printer server. 

23. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1, wherein the imaging management 
devices preprocess the imaging job prior to executing the imaging job. 

24. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 23, wherein the preprocessing of the 
imaging job comprises converting the image information outputted from the imaging indicating 
device to a data format corresponding to a data format used by a destination imaging device. 
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25. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 , wherein when it is determined that 
the first imaging device is not operable, the selection of the second imaging device of the same 
kind as the first imaging device is performed automatically without user input. 

26. (New) The system of claim 1 , wherein during execution of the imagining job by 
the second imaging device and when the first imaging device is determined to again be operable, 
the operation of the second imaging device is stopped and the execution of the imaging job is 
continued by the first imaging device. 

27. (New) The system of claim 26, wherein the imaging job being executed by the 
second imaging device is reallocated to the first imaging device. 

28. (New) The system according to Claim 21, wherein during execution of the 
imaging job by the second imaging device and when the first imaging device is determined to 
again be operable, the operation of the second imaging device is stopped and the execution of the 
imaging job is continued by the first imaging device. 

29. (New) The system according to Claim 28, wherein the imaging job being 
executed by the second imaging device is reallocated to the first imaging device. 



